From 1992 to 1999, muscle samples from 814 sylvatic animals and 1,173 domestic and synanthropic animals were collected in 15 districts of Estonia ; the prevalence of trichinellosis ranged from 1.0 % to 79.4 % for sylvatic animals and from 0.6 % to 24.5 % for domestic or synanthropic animals and for animals from furbearing farms. The most important reservoirs of Trichinella in nature were the raccoon dog, the red fox, the lynx and the wolf. Three species of Trichinella (T. spiralis, T. nativa, and T. britovi) were identified by several types of PCR-based analyses. Meat from sylvatic animals was the main source of Trichinella infection for humans.
.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
T richinella infection was detected in all of the species examined (Table I) the prevalence of trichinellosis has been reported to be 50 % in the red fox and 35 % in the raccoon dog (Oivanen et al., 1999 (Pozio, 2000) . Trichinella spiralis and T. nativa have also been identified in minks and blue foxes from furbearing animal farms.
Most human infections in the world are due to T. spiralis, which is highly pathogenic but whose larvae are not freezing resistant in host muscles. Trichinella nativa from sylvatic animals is also highly pathogenic and larvae in carnivore muscles are freezing resistant (e.g., infective larvae were collected from muscles of a racoon frozen for five years at -15 °C, Pozio, in press). Compared to T. nativa, larvae of T. britovi are somewhat less resistant to freezing in muscles of carnivores ; in swine muscles they have been reported to resist for only three weeks at -20°C (Pozio, 2000) .
